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'tween-aged girl in the throes of adolescent
angst and smells,” said Casey, who pub-
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lished her first story in 1995 and has pub-

story I’ve ever written. Perhaps the story
was chosen [for the book] for the risks it
takes in its structure. It is a series of
images, rather than a linear plot, and the
rhythm of the images reflects the beat of a
popular dance in Puerto Rico, a salsa
rhythm that intensifies up to the end of the

story.”

Casey’s “Pheromones” started as an
exercise in writing an encyclopedia defini-
tion of a word related to sex. The associate
professor of English at the University of
Maryland, College Park, wrote the story as
if it were an entry in a reference book,
complete with the pronunciation and ety-

mology.

“I ended up with a story about a young

that he’s put together.

Between the covers, established authors
are published alongside first-time writers.
To qualify to be in one of Peabody’s
anthologies, a writer must simply live in
the D.C. area at the time he invites them to

submit a story.

lished two novels. As the story unravels,
best friends Myrna and Angelica have their
first dalliances into sexuality with the help
of Angelica’s brother and his friend.

Edited by Arlington resident Richard
Peabody, “Gravity Dancers” is the fourth
collection of works by Washington women

“I compile a list of authors and ask
them for original work,” said Peabody,
founder and co-editor of Gargoyle maga-
zine. “We’ve run stories and novel

the story the
women love that
everybody else
seems to hate, or

times, or the one
that scares them
the most. Those

stories get to the

ly encounter.”
His apprecia-

tion for their work

is not lost on the
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about that night to anyone.

“To a certain extent, it was
somewhat therapeutic for him,”
Price said. “I just happened to be
the guy who happened to get him
at the right time.”

Later, for the book, Price visited
Sanchez’s family in Puerto Rico
and talked to Coolbaugh’s family
in San Antonio, where his wife and
three children live. He also walked
the field in Arkansas where
Coolbaugh died.

Price’s other books, “Pitching
for Fidel” and “Far Afield,” have
dealt with international topics, but
he wanted to explore an American
subject with his latest work. Aside
from telling of the tragedy on the
field, Price also explores life in the
minor leagues from the perspec-
tives of those involved.

Price became especially fasci-
nated by the story when he learned
there were several others present in
the North Little Rock, Ark., stadi-
um when Coolbaugh was hit who
had experienced their own close
calls with baseballs.

The Drillers’ pitching coach, Bo
McLaughlin, had his pitching
career ended by a shot to the
mound. Travelers general manager
Bill Valentine was the home plate
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umpire during the famous 1967
beaning of the Boston Red Sox’s
Tony Conigliaro. A Tulsa player,
Jon Asahina, was back on the field
for the first time since being struck
in the face, and the father of
Warren Stephens, who helped
finance the ballpark, was knocked
out by a line drive.

“I just thought there were all
these characters involved in this,
coincidentally brought together for
this one, horrible moment,” Price
said. “I thought it would be a way
to tell the story.”

Only one Major League player
has ever been killed during a game,
but many more have been injured.
Just this month a line drive broke
Rockies reliever Alan Embree’s
leg.

“I’m stunned that a pitcher has
not been hurt fatally,” Price said.
“They finish their deliveries in an
incredibly vulnerable position —
closer than any first- or third-base
coach, probably about 50 feet away
from the plate when the bat is
swung. It really is an accident wait-
ing to happen, on the Major
League level at least.”

Major League Baseball has
taken some steps to improve player
safety, requiring earflaps on hel-
mets since 1983 and helmets for
field coaches since last season.
That change was a response to
Coolbaugh’s death, even though a

helmet wouldn’t have saved him.

Price said players and coaches
are more concerned with fan safety
than their own. The size of safety
netting behind home plate is up to
individual clubs, but Price said
leagues should require that it
extend to the outfield walls, as is
done in Japan. Baseball officials
told Price they aren’t currently con-
sidering this.

“I would just hate to see another
accident has to happen before any-
thing gets done, but that’s usually
the way things are done in sports,”
Price said. “Only when there’s an
extreme action is there a reaction
that actually tries to adjust and pro-
tect from it ever happening again.”

Price acknowledges the subject
matter is grim and that it’s now on
his mind whenever he watches his
son play with Northwest
Washington Little League or
attends Washington Nationals
games with his family.

Yet exploring the story also
renewed his appreciation for base-
ball, Price said. The emotion and
honesty of his sources, especially in
Sanchez’s anguish and his reconcil-
iation with Coolbaugh’s family,
made the story especially powerful.

“Even though I'm more aware
of the dangers than I've ever been,”
Price said, “it’s actually made me
love the game even more than I did
before I started the project.”
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excerpts. I’'m not looking for the same old
thing or something safe. I generally ask for

the one that’s been
rejected a million

heart of something
you don’t normal-

women he publishes. “This is an act of
love for him,” Winslow said. “This is real-
ly his homage to maintaining the arts.”

The respect is mutual. “The best part
for me is meeting all of these incredible
women. Plus I get
to introduce them
to each other,”
Peabody said. “I
also get to famil-
iarize myself with
women writers
who used to live
in D.C. ... And my
Facebook pages
get the added
boost of 160
women writers,”
who’ve been pub-
lished in his four
books.

That network could come in handy. For
instance, perhaps someone among them
can help him with towels.

“I’'m not looking for the same
old thing or something safe. |
generally ask for the story that
women love that everybody
else seems to hate, or the one
that’s been rejected a million
times, or the one that scares

them the most.”
— “Gravity Dancers” publisher Rchard Peabody
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+ Computer friendly individuals who want to earn what their hard

+ work is worth. If you are a caring person with a thirst for new

< knowledge and the challenges of a growth oriented career, you may

: be underpaid for what you are doing for a living! Maximize your

+ potential income and fulfillment in the entrepreneurial environment

: of a career in real estate! Due to demographic changes and the strong
: market, the industry is begging for skilled agents!

My award winning training programs have a proven success
record. Come and discover if you are destined for this exciting,
creative, rewarding and fun career! Come to our monthly career
seminars where top agents explain their success! ....Or just call to
discuss your questions about this fascinating business! I look
forward to talking with you!!

Holly Worthington, CRB

LONG & Manager & Trainer
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AT W.C. & A.N. MILLER

4 & SAT 2-4/ SUN 25
| 5AT

5812 CHEVY CHASE PARKWAY, NW WASHINGTON, DC 20015

$1,490,000

Truly exquisite expansion & renovation of a quintessential 1911 American Classic within
one block of Connecticut Avenue on a quiet tree-lined street. The full renovation of this
special property includes 4 finished levels, 3 zone central heating and air conditioning,

all new plumbing and electric. The recent two story addition features a sensational step
down kitchen with center island, top of the line appliances, cabinets and large breakfast/
family area. There are 4 bedrooms and 3 full baths including a wonderful new master
bedroom suite & smashing private bath. The finished third floor has a tree top office/bed-
room & playroom. The lower level has a recreation room, laundry room and powder room.
The yard is complete with a charming garden and patio for summer dining el fresco.

MILLER Claudia Donovan 202.251.701 |
Aong 8 Fostr Co Richard Seaton  202.907.8037 AR
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